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Introduction

Despite the rising popularity of social media, movies remain one of the most popular
pastimes for young people. A 2021 survey found that around 75% of 18 to 34-year-olds
watch a movie at least once a week (Statista, 2022). Even with a flourishing domestic
film industry in Japan, English-language movies account for a substantial portion of the
movies viewed (Box Office Mojo, n.d.; FlixPatrol, n.d.). Given the interest of young
people in Hollywood movies, the form should be a rich source of enjoyable content for
English language students.

There are numerous documented benefits of movie use in the classroom, such as
increased listening skills, communicative ability, and motivation (Curtis, 2007; Goctu,
2017; Ismaili, 2013). In particular, learner-directed movie choices can aid the student to
become more invested in the content. Moreover, seeing the language used in real-world
contexts can stimulate students' interest in the L2 culture (Baratta & Jones, 2008;
Kaiser, 2011; Zhang, 2013). Thus, the second language can become a tool for enquiry and
fulfillment, feeding a virtuous cycle of continuous improvement.

Textbooks provide an excellent introduction and reference for the workings of
the English language. However, students are often confused by how their learning
contrasts with the natural use of language in English-speaking countries, with its
colloquial expressions, high pace, and variety of accents. Movies can help bridge some of
this gap. However, caution must be exercised as film language sometimes tends toward
an exaggerated reality. Even so, as Kabooha (2016) found in a study of a university class,
pragmatic competence can be noticeably improved: "Students ...reported that through
films they were able to learn how native speakers initiate and sustain a conversational
exchange, negotiate meaning, and nonverbal communication."

Movies can also help students build vocabulary, improve listening, and cultivate
critical thinking as long as the teacher supplies activities to practice these skills in
relation to the source material (Curtis, 2007; Goctu, 2017; Ismaili, 2013). Thus, simply
watching a movie in the students' L2 is unlikely to improve most students' language
ability and may even cause frustration and boredom. There are numerous options for
focusing learners' attention on a movie, such as discussions, cloze listening/vocabulary
tasks, or prediction activities. However, the procedure described in this paper aimed to
integrate movies more deeply into the learning process and enable greater student
autonomy in selecting and studying content. These materials were created specifically
for a unit within a Media English course. However, if implemented carefully, English
classes across a broad range of courses could also exploit the motivational and
communicative benefits of movies.

Purpose

This paper describes a two-stage process for creating movie reviews, which was
implemented within a communicative language class. Initially, students learned the
conventions of written film reviews through the use of interactive activities and group
discussions. Learners then applied this knowledge to write a review of a film of their
choice. Subsequently, students transformed their work into a YouTube-style video with
its alternative structural conventions and communicative styles. The process thus
deepened learners' wunderstanding of linguistic register and multimodal
communications (the interaction of words, images, and sound effects) to give students
greater control over their output in the target language.

Procedure

This unit was implemented in university classes of second-year English majors with 16
— 24 pre-intermediate to intermediate-level members (from around TOEFL ITP 450 or
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CEFR B1). The classes met for two 90-minute lessons each week. All the students used
iPads and had access to Wi-Fi. This unit was completed over five weeks, around 10
lessons in total, as outlined in the following sections.

In lesson 1, the teacher introduced the topic along with some new vocabulary
using an activity called Movie Guess, Figure 1. This activity was most successful when
the instructor modeled this first for the class. For example, the teacher first chose a
movie and said, "I am thinking of a movie. It takes place in America in the near future.
Can anyone guess?" The instructor then wrote "Setting — America in the near future" on
the whiteboard and repeated the hint verbally. The teacher then chose more hints from
the worksheet and wrote them on the board until a student guessed the movie title, in
this case, Iron Man (Favreau, 2008). After repeating this process for an additional
example movie, the teacher checked the students' understanding of the key terms from
the worksheet: genre, setting, personality, and plot. Once the terms were reviewed,
students chose two movies and completed the worksheets individually, keeping their
choices secret. Next, learners were divided into groups of four members and each took
turns reading their hints while the other group members tried to guess the movies.

Figure 1
Movie Guess Worksheet

®
'\l’i?lM‘r Movie Guess M@

ey

e

(Movie Title: Keep this a secret)

Movie #1

Hint#1 It'sa . (Genre)

Hint #2 It takes place ; (Setting)

Hint #3 isinit. (Actor/Actress)

Hint #4 's characteris, . (Personality)

Hint #5 It's about (Plot)

(Movie Title: Keep this a secref)

Movie #2

Hint#1 It'sa . (Genre)

Hint #2 It takes place ; (Setting)

Hint #3 isinit. (Actor)

Hint #4 's characteris . (Personality)

Hint#5 It's about (Plot)

In the next activity, learners were allocated to new groups and tasked with
finding definitions for a set of movie review words or phrases. For example, in a class
with six groups of four, each group wrote definitions for four words. Each group's words
were then compiled to create a vocabulary list of 24 items. The teacher then added the
definitions to the vocabulary application Quizlet. The application has several learning
modes that students could use to learn independently and games that could be employed
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for warm-up activities to study collectively in the classroom. An example of the

vocabulary set is included in Figure 2.

Figure 2

Movie Review Vocabulary — Quizlet Set 1

Quizlet Home Explanations Yourlibrary v

Movie vocab 1

Terms in this set (24)
Actors

Blockbuster

Box office

Cast

Characters

Credits

Dubbed

Genre

Remake

Review

Romcom
Scifi

Script

Setting

Soundtrack

Spoller

Star

Stunt

Subtities

Thriller

A trailer

Upgrade Q Study sets, textbooks, —

People playing characters in the movie

Def: the movie which is 8 great success.

The place that sells tickets in a movie theatre

Def: actors ina film

Eg: “Oceans 11° has an ali-star cast

The people or animals in a stary

Det- alist of 2l the people involved in making & film which i shown &t the beginning or the end

Def: Whan the movie's language ks changed to another language by recording new volces instead of the
original actors

Def: unsuccessfil movie
Eg; Althaugh the film cost a lot to make, it was a box office flop

A category or typa of movie (or art, muslc, literature etc ) characterized by a particular form, style, or content
For example, sci-fi or romcom

Sequence of events in a story

Def- To make new version again.
Eg: It Is a remake of the classic movie "Predator.

Def: an appraisal of a movie in a magazine, newspaper or online.

Eg: The film has been given rave reviews - critics Loved it

Romantic comedy

Science fiction

Def: the written text of a broadcast, play or film. The words the characters say.
Eq: Having read the script, the actress accepted the part.

The time and place of a story

The music of a film

To tell the main points of the movie to people who haven't watchad it yat, especially the ending!

The main actor/actress. A famous person

Difficult or sometimes dangerous action scences

Wiritten translation about what actor or actress said, usually at the bottom of the screen.

A book or film with an exciting story, often about crime

Def: & commercial for a movie:

When a story changes surprisingly

In lesson 2, the teacher began the session with one of the vocabulary games in
Quizlet. Then, students watched short Pixar movies, discussed the contents of the
movies, and wrote quick, informal movie reviews. This activity served as an introduction
to reviewing and a way to practice the vocabulary learned in Figure 2. The teacher
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assigned the students to groups of four, with each learner given one of the following
movies to watch on their iPad or smartphone: Partly Cloudy (Sohn, 2009), Lifted
(Rydstrom, 2006), Geri's Game (Pinkava, 1997), or Mike's New Car (Docter & Gould,
2002). The learners took notes about their allotted video using the "Your Notes'' and
“Extra Notes'' sections of the worksheet in Figure 3. Upon completing their notes,
students took turns showing their video to the group and then used the "Extra Notes''
section of Figure 3 to discuss the movie. Learners updated their notes with further detail
in light of their classmates' opinions. Finally, students used the second page of the
worksheet to begin writing the informal review, which they finished for homework.
Formal grading was unnecessary at this stage as the objective was for students to
practice organizing information and expressing their opinions. Therefore, the teacher
simply provided general feedback on how clearly learners had organized their materials
and expressed their ideas.

Figure 3
Pixar Short Movie Worksheet

Short Pixar Movie Review
P ‘\’:‘ X A - = .R 100 - 150 words,

Amrmario .
« no spoilers (don't say the ending)
+ present tense for the plof,
+ use the new vocab we learned
* Use your nofes above to write your review
= Follow the flow of the sentences below to glve you a good
shructure

« Walch your movie in the Pixar Shorts assignment

+ Take noles below

= Then, we'll have a discussion

= Show your movie to your groupmates

= Ask your groupmates’ opinions on the extra ncles section about r
your movie. For example, ‘what were the Interesting points about Tne micvie B set...
my maovie?' Tne main character is...

« Take notes on their answers to help you write your review iy i o

[here you can wite aboul things in your exira notes|

Your notes : My cinion i....

Mowie fifle lenjoyed.... but....

Setting I Cverall,...

Charactars/
personalities

Your review!

Fiot

Extra Nofes
Interesting points

Underlying message/
therne

Impression (opinian] -
good or bod

‘Whal stands out?

How was the languoge,
animatlen, characters,
1eting?

Was there anything you
didn’t understand?

Other
«questions/observations

In lesson 3, students were given a test on Vocabulary Set 1. The learners were
then given a second vocabulary set, focusing on some descriptive language necessary for
discussing films. On this occasion, the definitions were completed for the students. The
set is included in Figure 4.
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Figure 4

Movie Review Vocabulary - Quizlet Set 2

Quizlet Home Explanations Yourlibrary ¥

Film Vocab 2

Terms in this set (20)
1 Awitul

2. contemptible

3. lacklustre / Lackluster
4. gripping
5. first rate vs third rate
& flawless
7. gratuitous
B. incoherent
¥ mediccre
10. mindless
I, outstanding

12 praiseworthy

13, predictable
1. shallow
15, slick
16, sparkiing
17 uncornwincing (acting)
I8, deep
19 wooden

0 tedious

Upgrade Q Study sets, textbooks, — '1

terrible, really bad

nathing to recommend it so bad that you have no respect for it

boring, without energy or passion

Wery exciting. Can't stop watching

excellent vs poor quality or standard

perfect, without mistakes or imperfections
unnecessary (esp. about violence)

Impossible to understand. Doesn't make sense
bad. Average or below

stupid, senseless

very good

deserving to be admired and respected because it is very goad

obvious

superficial

attractive, cleverly made and well produced (but probably not very deep)
full of life and energy, humorous and witty

acting you do not believe in

serious, full of meaning

sl acting that |s very unrealistic

biring and annoying

Next, the instructor gave the students a two-part quiz. The quiz used two
simplified movie reviews to spotlight the essential features of a film review in an
engaging manner. The first round of the quiz highlighted structural and grammatical
conventions such as the use of present tense (literary present tense) to recount the plot
in a film review. The instructor used a review from the British Council's Teaching
English website (n.d) based on the film The Theory of Everything (Marsh, 2014). Students
were assigned groups and given around five minutes to read the review. Next, the groups
were given a reaction quiz with the fastest student to respond with the correct answer
earning points for their group. The questions and answers are shown in Figure 5 for

illustration.
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Figure 5
Questions and Answers for Round 1 of the Movie Review Quiz

= +

1. What is the fitle of the film2 (1pts)

The Theory of Everything

2. What genre is ite (1pts)

biographical drama

3. What is the movie about? (2pts)

The story of Hawking's relationship with Jane, the diagnosis of his motor neuron
disease and his success as a physicist

4. What is the film setting (place & time)2 (2pfts)

England in the early 1960s

5. Who stars in the film?2 (1 point each person = 2pts)

Eddie Redmayne and Felicity Jones

6. Who is the main character? (1pft)

Stephen Hawking

7. What is the main character's personality in the fiim?2 (2pfts)

Clever and brave

8. What kind of person would like this film?2 (2pts)

People who like frue stories

9. What tense is the plot review written in? (2pfts)

Present simple

10. How many stars does the reviewer give the movie? (2pts)

Four stars

Score: /14

The second round of the quiz, Figure 6, was more challenging and designed to
highlight additional structural elements of movie reviews. Round two employed an
original movie review written by the instructor that used vocabulary from Quizlet Set 2.
Students remained in the same groups and were given a copy of the review and the
question worksheet minus the answers. The groups were given 10 — 15 minutes to read
the review, depending on the class level. Each group then discussed the questions and
completed the worksheet in 10 — 15 minutes. Finally, the teacher reviewed the answers
with the class and awarded points to each group according to their responses.
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Figure 6
Round 2 of the Movie Review Quiz

Spiderman into the Spider-verse | [\t semeisie pis

Action / Animation

2. What is the movie about? (2pts)

many versions of Spid from alts ti i gether all the versions of
Spiderman fight an enemy.

3. What is the film's setting? (2pts)

NY / near future

4. Who stars in the film2 (2pts) - Any 2 gets 2 points

Nicolas Cage, Chris Pine and Oscar-winning Mahershala All

5. Who is the main character and what's his personality? (2pts)
The movie is an action animation set in New York in the near future. The main

Miles / D t cool
cast is voiced by a number of stars including Nicolas Cage, Chris Pine and s / Dorky but cool
Oscar-winning Mahershala Ali. It tells the story of Miles Morales, played by 6. What kinds of things are described in the first paragraph? [Spts)
Shameik Moore. He is a dorky but cool kid trying to fit in at a new school while

dealing with his newfound superpowers as Spiderman. Miles encounters many ; SGQ::?:

versions of Spiderman who belong in altemative universes but have somehow 3. Background

come to live in the same universe as Miles. Together all the versions of 4. Cast - Stars & Actors
Spiderman must fight a mutual enemy and put the universes back together 5. Plot - summary (brief)
properly.

7. Which paragraph contains the deeper level details? What kind of things are discussed?
(5pts)

There have been many Spiderman movies, s¢ the franchise could feel like it is
becoming tedious. However, this is a refreshingly original version of the story with
very slick graphics and a really well-written script. The story feels fresh and
original and it was really gripping right unfil the end. The animation is really
fantastic and manages fo feel both realistic and out of this world at the same
time. Music is used very well in the movie and the soundtrack feels very
authentic to the contemporary New York setfing. This all helps to depict a 8.
convincing lead character who felt like a real person and not just a shallow hero (spt
performing one amazing action stunt after another. 1. Paragraph 3

2. Judge the movie overall - The movie is Good or not/ Fun /not predictable / original

1. Paragraph 2 Details (Good points / bad points) -
2. The look - style / /
3. The sound - music
4. Story quality - Writing (good quality story or net) / dialogue
5
W
S|

. Characters - good or bad/ / likeable /

hich paragraph contains the main opinion of the reviewer?z What does he or she think?
)

| am not usually a fan of superhero movies as | find the stories too unrealistic and 3. Judge the characters overall - good

a bit ridiculous. However, because this movie has redlistic and entertaining 4. Message - Positive

characters, | found them easy to connect with and enjoy the story. There were §. Judge the leok/sound overall - Geod visuals/musle

no major twists in the plot but it wasn't predictable and even the fight scenes at | |5 which paragraph contains the recommendation of the reviewer? Who is it recommended

the end managed to be original and interesting. It was a really good, fun movie forz (Spts)
with great visuals and music. It also has a strong positive message about the
importance of family subtly woven into the story.

. Paragraph 4
. likes action movies

1
2
. 3. like humour / and good visuals
| would strongly recommend the movie for anyone who wants to watch an 4
5

action movie with good humour and great visuals. You don't have to be a
superhero fan to enjoy this movie but | imagine the superhero fans would also
find enough to keep them happy, too. Score: /30

. don't need to be superhero fan
. but superhero fans, foo.

After the quiz, the teacher outlined the review structure more systematically,
using the factsheet in Figure 7. This document uses the comments function of Google
Documents to detail the necessary information for each paragraph. This document was
distributed to the students at the end of the lesson.
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Figure 7
Movie Review Structure Factsheet

Spiderman into the Spider-verse

v I

The movie is an action animation set in New York in the near future. The main
cast is voiced by a numiber of stars including Nicolas Cage, Chris Pine and
Oscar-winning Mahershala Ali. It tells the story of Miles Morales, played by
Shameik Moore. He is a dorky but cool kid trying to fit in at a new school while
dealing with his newfound superpowers as Spiderman. Miles encounters many
versions of Spiderman who belong in altermative universes but have somehow
come fo live in the same universe as Miles. Together all the versions of
Spiderman must fight @ mutual enemy and put the universes back together
properly.

There have been many Spiderman movies, so the franchise could feel like it is
becoming tedious. However, this is a refreshingly original version of the story with
very slick graphics and a really well-written script. The story feels fresh and
original and it was really gripping right until the end. The animation is really
fantastic and manages to feel both realistic and out of this world at the same
time. Music is used very well in the movie and the soundtrack feels very
authentic to the contemporary New York setting. This all helps to depict a
convincing lead character who felt like a real person and not just a shallow hero
performing one amazing action stunt after another.

| am not usually a fan of superhero movies as | find the stories too unrealistic and
a bit ridiculous. However, because this movie has realistic and entertaining
characters, | found them easy to connect with and enjoy the story. There were
no major twists in the plot but it wasn't predictable and even the fight scenes at
the end managed to be criginal and interesting. It was a really good, fun movie
with great visuals and music. It also has a strong positive message about the
importance of family subtly woven into the story.

| would strongly recommend the movie for anyone who wants to watch an
action movie with good humour and great visuals. You don't have to be a
superhero fan to enjoy this movie but | imagine the superhero fans would also
find enough to keep them happy. foo.

Denver Beirne
14 Nov 2019 -4
Setting
Genre
Background
Cast / Stars / Actors
Plot - summary (brief) in PRESENT TENSE

Denver Beirne
o 14 Nov 2019 4

Details -

Fluses, Minuses

The look - animatien style / graphics / cinematography
The sound - music

Story quality - Writing (good quality story or not) / dialogue
Characters - good or bad/ believable / likeable / interesting
Acting

Key scenes

Show less

Denver Beirne
o 5 Now 2020 w

Opinion - like or not and reasons

Denver Beirne
o 14 Nov 2019 v

Recommend or not?
To who? Why?

For homework, students chose an English-language movie to watch before the
next lesson. Learners were instructed to view the film in English with English subtitles.
At this point, students were informed that they should aim to follow the gist of the story
rather than try to understand every word in the film. Nevertheless, students were asked
to pause the movie and take note of vocabulary that was particularly interesting or key to
the story. Learners made notes about their movies using the worksheet in Figure 8 which
follows the review structure outlined in Figure 7. In addition, learners prepared
discussion questions related to their movie, which they used for a discussion in the next
class.
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Figure 8
Movie Notes and Discussion Worksheet

Movie Discussion S e mm .-
: ':“71 AP

. - e
= AR T Rasan

Touw opivon ond recommendohion i e med! iImpodent part of the review. The otfer
s the i

LA B B B 3 B N B B R 1 0 0 0 mmtlhr-’-ﬂn::hmn ;:mxﬁmw-:::::
and connect this with he ihemes o ofher informmation sbout e movis.
You wil have a descusson based on Ihe movie you walched and will [ Maovie
review, You wil hove 5 minutes fo prepare I Gerve:
* Use your movie notes | Actons:

Géive a short summary of your mavie |1 min| Diector

.
» Usa your 5 discussion questions movie notes) Background

E ] tion
® leod o dscussion (in groups of 4] 'oqa onal

i | information: |
* Whean you are the lsader, It B your respomsiblity 1o ksep your Choraciess

proup taking for the full 10 minutes |
® Ask your discussion quesfions | Setting:

o Givo exomples, give your own answers fo your questions. ask :Ig' E;,T:f
o 4 .
follow on questions and make commaents on your leammates pousand
anywers Tense
| Themes
underying
Write five discussion questions connected to your movie fo lead a | message
10-minute discussion in the next class Kay)
favourite
*  You conuse 1his 10 help you undeniond tne pars of e movie you didn't Scene:
wdhen tond o | t
» ot poopla’t opirors about intenesing Mamat/tifuations in your movie, Impression/
*  You con then NClude your Geeper understandng [from inis dscussion) in Opinlon:
YOI PV
Discussion Questiors
1
2
3
L)
5 Would you
recommend
7 Why?
Why nol?
| Whe?

To begin lesson 4, the students took a test on the second Quizlet set and then
conducted the discussions using their questions from Figure 8. Learners were then
rotated into new groups and conducted the discussion again to increase practice time
and expose learners to a wider variety of perspectives. After the conversations, the
teacher introduced the movie review instruction sheet, Figure 9, and students began
planning the writing of their movie reviews.
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Figure 9
Instruction Sheet for the Written Movie Review

Title:

Instructions

1. Write a review belweean 400-500 werds using information from your ‘Movie Notes'.

2, Structure - follow the structure in *Movie Notes” ond the spider-man review, Your
structure should be sormething like the one shown below,

Infroduction/overview Section 1
» Seting

Genre

Background

Cost / Stars / Actors

Flot - summary {oref)

Details Section 2
Fluses, Minuses

The look - animalion style/graphicsfcinematography

The sound - music

Slory quality - Writing [good guality story or not) [/ diclogue

Characters - good or bod/balievabla/ikeabls/interesting

Acting

Key scenes

Opinion Secfion 3
» Do you like the movie or not and reasons

fecommendalion Section 4
& Do you recommend it or nol? To who? Why?

3. Language - vocab frorm Guizlet sets, example reviews and 'Movie Notes'.

4. Use present lense for the plet {normal tense use slsewhere) - NO SPOILERS!

s

The deadline is xoon.

Mote: You must work indivicualy but you can discuss your review and get advice
from classmates and your teacher.

In lesson 5, students began writing their reviews, which they completed for
homework before lesson 6. During lesson 5, the teacher consulted with each student
individually, offering advice where necessary. This writing task could have been
completed entirely for homework, thus keeping class time for more interactive,
discussion-based activities. However, this dedicated lesson time focused students on the
task and helped them complete it according to the schedule.

Upon completing the written review, the teacher graded the work as usual, and
then the transformation of the written review to a YouTube review commenced in lesson
6. Learners were informed that the task was not simply to recite their review on screen
but to adapt the vocabulary and delivery style to fit this alternative format. Therefore,
this first class of the video section focused on foregrounding the features that contribute
to creating successful YouTube videos. The YouTube video creation phase is described in
detail in Beirne (2023), but it will be outlined here briefly. In lesson 6, students first
introduced their favorite Japanese YouTubers to classmates in groups of four. Then,
students repeated the activity with English-language YouTubers. Learners were given a
worksheet, Figure 10, to help them uncover the effective linguistic and non-verbal
communication patterns used by famous YouTubers.
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Figure 10
Worksheet — What Makes a Good YouTuber?

Ll Tube

Good points about the YouTubers you waiched

Bad points about the YouTubers you watched

What kind of language is used by the YouTubers you watched

What style is used by the YouTubers (music, selting, shots, edits)

Interesting features used by the YouTubers you watched

What makes a good YouTuber?

In lesson 7, learners watched English language movie reviews from YouTubers
(Jeremy Jahns, n.d.; Chris Stuckmann, n.d.; Black Nerd REVIEW, n.d.) to hone in on the
effective characteristics of successful reviewers, which students would eventually mimic
in their own videos. Students were instructed to choose a favorite movie and watch each
of the YouTubers' reviews of that movie. Then, in groups of four, learners discussed the
similarities and differences of the YouTubers using the worksheet in Figure 10.
Following the discussion, learners documented their opinions in the worksheet. After
the lesson, the teacher harvested the "good YouTuber" features from the students’
YouTuber discussion worksheets (Figure 10) and edited them into a concise guide of the
15 — 20 most valuable points.

In lesson 8, students were given the instruction sheet for the YouTube project
(Figure 11), the good YouTuber guide, and instructions on using the editing application
iMovie, Figure 12. Apple’s iMovie was chosen because it was straightforward to use and
was freely available on the students' iPads. For the rest of this lesson, learners planned
their videos, and the teacher consulted and assisted each student individually while the
other learners worked.
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Figure 11
Instruction Sheet for the YouTube Movie Review

Notes

Yo u Tu h e Sefting jEffacts/ Showing Shie:

You will make a YouTube video review of your movie. This needs 1o be in

YouTube-shyle [review the good YouTubers document and re-walch/watch
some YouTube movie review videos. if necessary to remind yourself),
» The time limit is 3-4 minutes.

. Open the show, inraduce yoursell and make o few comments

. Infreduce the movie (selling. genre. background, casl. plol summary)

. Review your movie [details ond opinions - key scene, music, acfing, etc)
. Give recommendafions

. Give your movie a score [/5) Speaking parts (script]:
. Close the show

L O

Script and Plans (location, style, effects etc)

Remember itis a casual, triendly style - it needs fo sound natural (even though we
are planning it firsHl). So, just write a “loose’ scripl/plan.

» Plan what you will say and which parts of the written review you’ll use

+ Plan some inferesting features, comments or reactions that you wanf to include
[especially at the start and end of the videa)

Choose a theme and shde far your show - enfertainment, sarous, thaughtful,
andylical or whalever you ke and use: fast cul, sound eflects, grophics, edits
ormusic fo create the shie.  Also, make the shvle of speech it the shie of visuals
or edifing. Make it represent your personality.

Figure 12
iMovie Basic Guide

iMovie Basics

For video

Actions: spiii, Detach oudio, Dupficote.

Speed: slider - speeds up of slows down, freeze frame.

Open iMave [ click D,’ select movie. Velume: sider, fode.

N Titles: add text to screen in a number of styles. Pasifion text with “Center'
+ 3Select Create Movie

or ‘Lower’,

# Filters: Adds varicus screen effects,
To take video or photos, tap (select Retake or Use Video/Fhota when

finished). For photos
- = Actions
ﬁ . THes
Te insert video or photos select . navigate through your photo or video o Fillers
livrary to find existing media. Double click the desired file or tap and click H i
add. (More complex overlays, split-screen or screen in screen oplions are For sound
* Actions
available from the three dots H
=« Speed
Video ond pictures wil appear in the lower panel with the movie length shown + Volume

on the right of this. To delete video or sound fles - tap and hold the desired file. then swipe up.

Te reposition video, sound or phele files tap and haold the file then drag to the

To insert music from your ipod, select Audio ﬂ and vse sound effects or . ”
appropriate pasition,

therme music or your own music, saved fo your ipad.
To cut part of a video or sound file — drag the file ar play untl it reaches the

0 desired edit point [should be on the horizontol white ling]. Select the file to tum
Te add narration [ voice-over, lap ¥ and select record, press stop and point !

accept when finished. The sound file will be added as a blue (background) or
green (foreground) line beneath the video.

it yellow. Select: actions, split and fhen swipe up the unwanted part to delete it
Note: the edges of the files can also be dragged so that they don't play the
beginning or the end.

To edit video and sound elements To change fransitions between video or photo files, tap the box between the

files and select: Nane, Theme, Dissoive, Side, Wine or Fade.
Tap the video or sound file and it turns yellow. A number of tocls become

available on the bottom panel.

The majority of the video filming was conducted as a homework task, thus
allowing students to freely choose their video locations, adding to the authenticity of the
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work. The next session, Lesson 9, was reserved for video editing in the classroom, with
the teacher again consulting and aiding each student individually. Finally, in lesson 10
the videos were viewed collectively as a class. The interactivity and authenticity of this
lesson were increased by uploading videos to YouTube; students then used the
comments function on YouTube to write about the videos during the lesson as they
watched each video. To manage this lesson, it was essential to upload the videos as
‘unlisted’ so that only those users given a link to students' work (the teacher and the
other students) could access the videos. Finally, the students' work was graded and all
videos were removed from YouTube upon completion of the project.

Analysis

The goal of this multimodal film review unit was to allow students to practice
communicating a similar message through starkly different output methods: a formal
written review and an informal spoken YouTube-style video. The process aimed to give
students practice deploying the differing vocabulary, grammar, and communicative
styles necessary to alter their register in each format. Finally, the implementation
strived to fulfill these goals in a student-oriented manner by focusing on a topic of
interest to many students and then allowing learners to choose their own materials
within the topic.

Through the activities described in this paper, students were exposed to
authentic language and associated cultural meanings in context. However,
understanding these complex communications can be a linguistic challenge for the
learner. Yet, by paying close attention to a limited number of generalized features in the
movie review format, students could comprehend and enjoy movies in English. In
addition, learners were able to incrementally improve linguistic skills such as
vocabulary, text structure, and descriptive ability. This finding was apparent in
students' written reviews as all the learners increased their competence in structuring
reviews, expressing opinions, and using the target language.

Regarding the video section, students often repurposed language absorbed from
the movies and the YouTubers. Learners incorporated learned phrases, gestures, and
multi-modal techniques to communicate meaning effectively. Moreover, the students
managed the transition from the rather formal written format to the relaxed YouTube
style exceptionally well to produce two entirely different outputs. In addition, students
were motivated not only by the content of self-selected movies but also by the
transformational challenge of delivering essentially the same message in two
contrasting styles.

Students wrote a short reflection on each unit as part of the Media English
course. The movie unit was consistently one of the most popular with learners. Most
students already enjoyed "Western" movies and many particularly enjoyed being
allowed to choose their own content. Another positive theme students cited was the
opportunity to learn vocabulary and communication styles not yet encountered in
traditional textbooks and lessons. Moreover, many students assimilated this knowledge
into their communicative repertoire, demonstrating, for the students, how effective
movies can also be as autonomous language learning tools.

This unit was designed specifically for a Media English course, so it could most
straightforwardly be incorporated into English courses focused on media or the arts.
However, elements of this unit could be introduced across a range of language learning
courses. For example, the film review section could be utilized in a writing class as it has
a relatively well formalized structure and vocabulary. In a literature class, students could
choose films adapted from novels or short stories and create reviews of each, with
attention to the differing conventions and communicative devices employed. For more
communicative lessons, students could focus on the production of the YouTube-style
video as an engaging alternative to more traditional presentations. A unifying benefit,
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though, in all of these potential use cases is the students’ exposure to authentic
language in the appropriate contexts. In addition, both the literature and the author's
personal experience indicate that movies generate a tremendous amount of student
engagement when used as language learning tools, particularly if learners themselves
can select the films. Therefore, most English language courses could derive some benefit
from deploying the motivational power of movies.
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